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person of evil reputation who was doing the Crown Princess
great harm. Much perturbed, the Queen made inquiries
about Seckendorff. She could learn nothing and could not
even find that he had any enemies except Radolinsky 1

Even this outrage on the part of Radolinsky, when it was
told to the Crown Princess, only made her chide the too-
faithful Radolinsky, explaining to him the sterling virtues of
Seckendorff in hopes of patching up the mysterious
antagonism between her two courtiers, which she constantly
feared would break out into blows in public. Nothing but the
unassailable obstinacy of her own decision that Radolinsky
was her true henchman could have blinded her to the truth
about this man; but, on this notable occasion, she was
perfectly content as soon as Radolinsky had murmured his
deep penitence for an indiscretion indulged in through over-
zealousness for her reputation and her letters show that she
was almost sorry for the scoundrelly spy as he slunk away in
mock humiliation. During the troublous period which was
setting in for the Crown Prince and Princess, Radolinsky,
the burlesque agent of Bismarck, if he achieved little for his
master, yet contrived to deepen the unrestfulness in a sore
and unhappy household.

Lady Ponsonby, while staying with the Crown Princess,
wrote a letter to her husband in England at the time that
Radolinsky first appeared upon the scene, and this contem-
porary picture of the state of affairs in the home of the Crown
Princess vividly protrays the.unhealthy atmosphere that
prevailed.

' I don't think the Queen realizes what an extraordinary
state of things exists in Germany in the way of espionage and
intrigue,' says the writer. ' They, the Foreign Office, which
means Bismarck, wanted to put a man of their own about
the Crown Princess so as more effectually to control the
Crown Prince when he became Emperor. Seckendorff
refused to play the spy. They began by dismissing his
brother, after twenty years' service, from the Foreign
Office without any reason being given. Then they appointed
Radolinsky (Court Marshal to the Crown Prince) with orders